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_" UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY

(Lp__ REGION IX
75 Hawthorne Street

Ban Franol_oo, CA 94106

March 7, 2002

BRAC Environmental Coordiaator

Base Realigma_ent and Closure, Enviromnental Division
Atm: Mr. Dean Gould
P.O. Box 51718

h'vinc, CA 92619-I718

RE: Draft ROD for OU-1, Sites 18 and 24, Marine Corps Air Station, _1 Tom, CA dated

january 2002

Dear Mr. Gould:

EPA has reviewed fl_e draft Record of Decision (ROD) tbr Sites 18 and 24 and lh_ds it to

be well-written and in general complete. The enclosed coimnents arc offered prbnarily fbr
clarity. Commenu fi'mn EPA's Of-rice of Regional Counsel w[1.1be forwm'ded early next week.

The comrnems from Regional Counsel will address EPA's position on the DON's discussion of
.... institutional controls in the draft ROD,

If you have m_yquestions, please call me at (415) 972-3012.

Sincerely,

t

Nicole (3. MoNoux

Pl'oject Manager

Federal l_acilifies Cleanup Branch

co: Triss Chesney, DTSC

Pau'icia Hmmon, RWQCB

Jerry Wen]er, RAB Conmamfity Co-Chair

Marcia Rudolph, RAB Subcotunlittee Chah"
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EPA Colmnenls on draft ROD for Sites 18 and 24

Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro
March, 2002

1. Page 4, Declaration: Please change the EPA signature block to Ms. Deborah Jordan.

2. Page 2-5, Recent Evaluations and Assessments: Please update file schedule fi_r the draft
Radiological Release Repot! to reflect file Navy's most recent i_fformation.

3. Page 5-24, Vadose Zone Remediatioa: Please update the schedule givm_ tbr the final
report for Site 24.

4. Page 9-4, Table 9-2: As il_fl_e Proposed Plan, Table 9-2 should contain a tbotnote

regarding the amotmt of mass removed using Alternative 8A in the first 20 years.

5. Page 9-6, Long-'l'em_ Effectiveness and Permanence: It is mentioned tliat Alternatives

6A, 8, and 8A would be most effective in removing mass in the first 20 years. Please
expand on tiffs. Why are they most effeel ire7

6. Page l 0-1, Groundwater Remediation: In this sectim_, the Navy states that the exact

nmnber m_d loeatiolls of wells fi_r Alternative 10B' will be discussed during the remedial
design phase. This statement is not made with regard to Alternative 8A. However, it is

stated hi the Proposed Plan for Sites 18 and 24 t.t_atby "t'_rther optimiziiig the well

placement of the extraction wellsin the: ren-ledial design phase, remediation l.hne may be
significantly shortened". This statement refers to Altcraative 8A. We feel that, just as

with Alternative 10B', discussions regarding placement and number of wells for
Alternative 8A _auld take place durhig rmnediaI design. A statement to this effect
should be added to the ROD.

7. Page 10-5, Figure 10-2: The calors used to show plunve concenlrations are very difficult
m read. Please revise the m,_p to use mo_'e cm_trastfilg colors.
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